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Who are we? 

22 University of Michigan graduate students 

from Public Policy, Law, and Natural 

Resources/Environment programs interested in 

learning more about developing nations 

Fast Facts 

Brazil is the 5th largest 
country in the world by 

land and population 

Brazil is home to 
approximately 60% of the 

Amazon Rainforest 

Brazil covers 3 time 
zones 

Brazilians declared 
independence from 

Portugal in 1822 

Follow us on Twitter: @IEDPBrazil 
Read our Blog: http://iedpbrazil.com/ 

Interested in supporting us? Email Cyrus Jadun: jadunc@umich.edu 

What is IEDP?  

As an emerging market that is already the world’s seventh 

largest economy, Brazil faces two sets of problems: those 

faced by both developed nations and developing nations. This 

unique position provides IEDP 2015 the opportunity to 

experientially explore policy issues facing a prominent 

emerging market. Between the contentious presidential 

election, a once fast-growing economy now in recession, and 

a prominent position in the international spotlight as host of 

the 2014 World Cup and the 2016 Olympics, IEDP is uniquely 

timed to explore multiple policy topics affecting the 

development of Brazil.  

IEDP is the International Economic Development Program, an 
annual hybrid class that starts with research-intensive 
classwork in the fall and culminates in a 10-day trip to the 
country of study over spring break. Students plan the trip, 
develop the curriculum, and produce a final report. Over 350 
students have had an opportunity to learn and travel through 
the IEDP program and we are excited to continue this unique 
learning experience in Brazil.  

Why Brazil?  
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Meet our Faculty 
Advisor: 

Ambassador Mel 
Levitsky We will study five policy areas 

in Brazil: 

 Environment/Energy 

 Microeconomics 

 Urban Planning 

 Social Welfare 

 Security 
 
As each policy committee is 
formed and narrows its focus, 
groups will report out on their 
findings and highlight different 
stakeholders we hope to meet 
with in Brazil. 

Participant Highlight: Sneha Rao 
I am a first year student in the MPP program at the Ford school 

originally from India. I am excited to go to Brazil this spring, as 

alongside India it represents the rising power of middle-income 

nations. Having worked with Members of Parliament in India, I am 

looking forward to interacting with policy makers in Brazil and 

learning their perspectives on tackling issues common to both 

nations. As the developing world faces the challenge of managing 

rapid urbanization, I believe we need to focus on revitalizing 

existing low-income settlements with the aim of creating thriving 

ecosystems for all. Having experienced the challenges in slum 

rejuvenation projects, I am particularly interested in trying to find 

solutions for improving the quality of life of urban poor. Being a 

pioneer in designing social policies, especially land policies, Brazil 

has so many lessons to offer, some of which I would love to take 

back home. 

 

Ambassador Melvyn Levitsky, a retired Career Minister in the U.S. 
Foreign Service, is Professor of International Policy and Practice at 
the University of Michigan’s Gerald R. Ford School of Public 
Policy. In 2003 Ambassador Levitsky was elected by the United 
Nations Economic and Social Council to a seat on the International 
Narcotics Control Board, which he served on until 2012. During his 
35-year career as a U.S. diplomat, Ambassador Levitsky served as 
Ambassador to Brazil (1994-98), and before that held such senior 
positions as Assistant Secretary of State for International Narcotics 
Matters, Executive Secretary of the State Department, 
Ambassador to Bulgaria, Deputy Director of the Voice of America, 
and Deputy Assistant Secretary of State for Human Rights. 
Ambassador Levitsky is the recipient of numerous Department of 
State and Presidential Meritorious Awards and Superior Honor 
Awards. 
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